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GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) F R I E N D S  F O R  F U N ,  S A F E T Y ,   

A N D  K N O W L E D G E  
Region H  

Help needed at Wing Ding 
 
As you are probably aware, Region H is responsible 
for several things up there this year including the 
Bike Show and working shifts at the GW store. 
 
Louisiana District Educator Rodd Polk is also coordi-
nating a live Crash Scene Response demonstration 
that will be at 1:00 on Wednesday, August 31. He has 
asked all Region H state educators for help setting 
this up. We will be recreating a crash scene in the 
parking lot and need people to pose as injured (or 
dead) riders during the activity. We will also need a 
few bikes to be (gently) laid down to replicate a 
crash. 
 
To volunteer at Wing Ding, go to the website link 
below.  Again, they need volunteers for Bike Show 
(new) goodie booth (Store) and the Crash Scene 
seminar  
http://utility.gwrra.org/volunteer-wing-ding/ 
 
If you have never volunteered at Wing Ding you do 
not know what you are missing.  Getting involved in 
the activities is really fun.  Region H has assisted 
with the bike show for as long as I can remember.  
This year will be a little different and sounds excit-
ing.  There will still be a big need for people to help 
direct bikes and to set up the bikes as they enter the 
facility.  You do not need to familiar with judging 
bike shows.  You only need to be available to help 
out in.  You may or may not realize it just takes a lot 
of people power to put on events like this.  Do not 
miss out on a chance to become involved. 
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District Director 
txdd@gwrra-tx.org 
Mike & Robin Thacker 
281-686-8892 
 
 
Assistant District Director 
txadd2@gwrra-tx.org 
Newsletter Editor 
NLE@gwrra-tx.org 
Webmaster 
webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
858-755-6071 
 
Rider Education  
TxEd@gwrra-tx.org  
Randy & Kathy Reese 
512-744-3635 
 
 
Treasurer 
Diane Shults 281-642-4619 
TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 
Entertainment Coordinator 
Entertainment@gwrra-tx.org 
Vendor Coordinator 
TxVC@gwrra-tx.org 
Kenny Shults 713-562-3994 
 
Assistant Rider Educator 
TxEda@gwrra-tx.org  
Scott Finnell 
512-591-7631 
 

 

Membership Enhancement  
Coordinator 
Couple of The Year Coord 
Lyle & Sheri Altes 
512-897-0860  
TxMEC@gwrra-tx.org 
 
Leadership Training 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
Leadership Trainer 
Cliff & Gillian Allen 
214-886-5798 
 
Chapter  of the Year  
Coordinators 
CHOY@gwrra-tx.org  
Gillian Allen 
214-886-5798 
 
 
District Couple Of the Year 
2016 / 2017 
TXCOY@gwrra-tx.org 
Scott & Linda Gresak 
218-386-7800 

 
Best of luck to our US Olympians 
in Brazil.   
May the 
games begin 
And good 
fortune for  
all that 
compete.  

 TEXAS DISTRICT TEAM 
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We’re getting excited. A lot of people are gear-
ing up to leave for Wing Ding 38. We will be 
leaving at the end of the month to share an-
other adventure with our friends. We have been 
getting the bikes and trailer in tip top shape. 
Believe it or not, we have started getting things 
together to take on the trip. You know, the 
things like sample packets of detergent and 
bungie cords. Oh and don’t forget to pack for 
cool weather. We looked at it this morning at it 
was 61*. If you plan on riding up in the moun-
tains, there is still snow up there.  
 
 We are also getting ready for some of the fun 
things Wing Ding has planned. We have al-
ready purchased our Patriotic shirts to wear on 
Thursday and our Hi-Vis Yellow shirt to wear at 
the Couple of the Year Selection on Tuesday 
(August 30 from 1:00 pm to 5: 00) We will be 
there to show our support for Steve and Caro-
lyn Cotton, our Region H Couple of the Year. 
We just know they are going to be the next In-
ternational Couple of the Year.  
 
That same evening we will be going to the Wel-
come Party in downtown from 6:00 pm to 9:00 
pm. There will be food and ice cream. Live mu-
sic by “Cold Hard Cash” (Tribute to Johnny 
Cash) and Native American “Crow Tribe 
Dancer”. Don’t forget to pick up your arm band 
first. 
 
Let’s not forget the Light show, Mascot and 
Crazy Hat contest, GWRRA’s got Talent, Bike 
Show (people’s choice) and the Grand Parade. 
We’re excited about all the NEW Seminars they 
are having this year.  
 Cha Cha Cha Change 
 R U Ready to Ride 
 Calm the Clash 

 Penny for your Thoughts 
 Conflict, it’s Inevitable 
 Do you have a Minute or Two? 
 More Members? Easy, Like Taking Candy 

from a Baby 
 Bad Apple 
 Zone Out 
 Just Add Spice 
 This One’s for the Girls 
 Talk to the Elephant 
 Dangerous Epidemic 
 Night Rider 
 Bee Smart 
 Row, Row, Row your Boat 
 Stress Less 
 Checks and Balances 
 Away We Go 
 Underestimating Leadership  
 You’ve got mail 
 We’re doing What? 
 Take a Peek Over the Horizon 
 Weighing In 
 Can You Hear me Now? 
 Road Trippin 

 
These are just the new seminars. If you look on 
page 23, 24 and 25 of the August Wing World, 
it will give you the dates, times and description 
of what each seminar is about.  
 
Like we always say: Let’s get out there and 
Ride, Visit and have Fun. 
 
Hope to see you in Billings Montana. Can’t wait 
to see where Wing Ding 39 will be. 
Mike & Robin Thacker  
Texas District Director 
 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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Summer trip time 
 
Well Dawn and I are on our summer trip.  We 
decided to take the 1999 bike.  It was in great 
shape and I plan to help out at the Wing Ding 
Crash Scene event.  If I am chosen to lay the 
bike down then better the bike with a lot of 
mileage.   
 
We started our trip on 15 July by heading from 
Austin to Waxahachie.  We wanted to try and 
escape the heat and made the trip in the morn-
ing.  Our next link was from Waxahachie to 
Tulsa.  Again early in the morning and we ar-
rived by 1 pm.  Just as it was starting to get 
warm.  We have made it all the way to Ohio by 
the end of July and starting the first week of 
August we will start heading west.  We plan to 
visit some friends in the Chicago area and do 
some sight seeing in the Salt Lake City area.  
Plans are to be in Oregon by the second week 
of August.  Yes we will probably go by Billings 
and then return for Wing Ding.  Anyway, we are 
having fun and visiting some friends along the 
way.   
 
Remember when you are traveling this summer 
to stay cool and to drink lots of water along the 
way.  When traveling I always carry a large 
container of water.  Every time you stop for fuel 
you should need to make a visit to the rest-
room.  In other words fill up the bike and empty 
your balder.  This way you know you are well 
hydrated and if it is really hot stop a minimum 
of every 150 miles.  Wear your protective gear 
and if necessary pour the water on your web 
coat to soak in to you clothing.  Voila, air condi-
tioning.  You can also pick up a cooling ban-
dana and soak it in some cool water.  The cool-
ing bandanas come with polymer crystals that 
soak up water and can keep you neck cool.  
You can find these cooling bandanas at most 

camping stores and you will definitely find them 
when you get to Wing Ding.  You can pick up 
the cooling bandannas for around $5 each and 
if you purchase a number of them you can usu-
ally get a deal.  If you forget to bring the cooling 
bandanna along on your trip you can always 
use a micro fiber cloth dipped in cool water and 
wrap it around your neck.   
 
NOTE 
The September edition of the Newsletter will 
most likely be a little delayed, because I plan to 
put some info about Wing Ding in this edition. 
 Hope to see you in Billings.  
 Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

 
=================================== A Little Humor from Readers Digest 
 
My son regaled me with stories about how they 
do things in the modern Air Force. Being an old 
Air Force man myself, I scoffed at their compli-
cated methods. "That's not the way we did it 
when I was in the service," I said. "Yeah," he 
shot back. "But when you were in, there were 
only two pilots, Wilbur and Orville."  

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK Texas COY Adventures 

We Must Be Rich 
 
As the summer temperatures have heated up, 
so has our scheduling, as Linda and I have 
seemingly been going non-stop over the past 
months’ time.  It has been one of those months 
where nothing big was planned on the calen-
dar, yet we were always “on the run”. 

 
We started it all of planning a 60th “Surprise” 
Birthday Party for our M*A*S*H’ mate Dannie 
McFadden.  We were able to hold this at Cilan-
tro’s Mexican Restaurant in The Woodlands, 
which was gracious enough to donate a room 
for our cause.  Dannie’s wife, Joanna, who 
helped in the planning, did a great job with a tri-
fold of incriminating pictures of Dannie from 
“yester-year”.   We additionally had a nice time 
of everyone participating in writing down their 
favorite “Dannie story” or thought.  Linda re-
membered a time that Dannie jumped into our 
bed at a chapter event in Arkansas, while I sim-
ply thanked the “Birthday Boy” for allowing me 
to always feel like the more intelligent guy in 
the room.  A fun time was had by all as we had 
27 participants that came out to share the mile-
stone birthday. 
 
 

The following weekend took us to charming city 
of Granbury (Southwest of Ft Worth) for a fam-
ily reunion.  It is always a treat when you get to 
visit and catch up with your extended family.  
We had a nice time with family at the Gran-
bury’s Historic Downtown Square, which was 
loaded with plenty of fun shopping.  For those 
“Chicken Fried Steak” lovers out there, it is 

hard to go wrong with 
“Babe’s Chicken Dinner 
House”, which is where we 
ate for lunch. Their game 
plan is very simple.  They 
offer very few choices, but 
what they offer is what they 
do very well.  Upon being 
seated all you do is simply 
pick your main dish between 
the choices of:  Fried 
Chicken, Chicken Fried 
Steak, Chicken Tenders, 

Fried Catfish, and Smoked Hickory Chicken.  
The rest is brought to your table, family style, 
until you want no more with offerings of:  Green 
Salad, Mashed Potatoes, Grandma’s Corn, 
Green Beans and Buttermilk Biscuits. Later in 
the day, some of the family took in a tour of a 
microbrewery which had a live band while oth-
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK Texas COY Adventures 
Continued 

ers hit the local wineries.  Our sportsmen took 
in a round of golf, while others occupied some 
of our youth by taking them to a movie.   Those 
left, met around the hotel pool choosing either 
to stay cool in the water or simply mingle 
around, catching up with our loved ones.  De-
spite the fact that our hotel of choice was “air-
conditionally challenged”, everyone had a great 
time and departed looking forward to next year, 
when we will do it all over again. 
 
The Fourth of July weekend allowed us to 
spend some time with some our nearest dear-
est friends that have become our family.  What 
once was a normal occurrence in getting to 
hang out with our friends, has become increas-
ingly more difficult, since I have been working 
out of Oklahoma.  Traveling back and forth, 
every other weekend, doesn’t always leave the 
same windows of opportunities.  They say 
“absence makes the heart grow fonder”.  With 
this in mind, it was a welcome treat of getting to 
spend an afternoon with our friends sharing 
food, fun and games. 
 
The next week had me back in Tulsa, Ok while 
Linda performed the Daily Double of attending 
a Breakfast Ride with our chapter at the Mont-
gomery County Steakhouse that morning be-
fore returning home in the afternoon to attend a 
Mary Kay Party, which was hosted by one of 
our M2 
members, 
Debbie 
Grieger. 
 
Upon returning home on Saturday the 23rd, 
Linda and I, together, got to join our Chapter on 
a planned ride to Maxine’s Café in Downtown 
Bastrop.   You know it’s going to be good when 
you put your name on the list only to find out 
there is a 45 min wait and no one minds.  Linda 

made good use of the time, taking in some lo-
cal shopping with M2 gal pal Debbie Grieger.  
Soon we were seated and all was well.  The 
food was worth the wait as you certainly don’t 
get cheated.  One of our mates, Andy 
Woodard, ordered a single pancake that I think 
came closer to the size of a tire than what you 
would expect of a typical pancake.  It came de-
livered on one plate, hanging over the edges of 
the plate.   Soon the day and eventually the 
weekend were over and we were back to nor-
mal ways with Linda holding down things at 
home while I was back on “Tulsa Time”. 

 
Although the month seemed like there were “no 
breaks” and that we were always on the run, 
we wouldn’t have it any other way.  After all, a 
month that was full of Fun, Family and Friends 
truly makes us richer than we deserve to be. 
 
Scott & Linda Gresak 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2016-17 
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Melanoma Awareness 
 
I was sitting in my Dermatologist’s office last 
week listening to some news I didn’t want to 
hear.  He had found some irregular places on 
my skin that needed to be biopsied.  I have had 
several issues with basal-cell and squamous-
cell carcinoma over the years and have had 
many removed.   It seems that once you are 
found to be susceptible to types of skin cancer, 
you are 10 times more likely to develop re-
peated instances in the future.  My lifetime of 
working and playing outside is starting to catch 
up with me as I get older.  Fortunately, I have 
never been diagnosed with melanoma, a fre-
quently fatal type of skin cancer.  I am very 
cautious now and take no chances when out-
side in this hot Texas sun. 
 
Ginny Gula, Chapter Director NH-K wrote a 
“Gimme 5” article a few years back on this topic 
and I thought it was worth sharing: 
 
Americans have a 1 in 74 lifetime risk of devel-
oping melanoma, which kills almost 7,800 peo-
ple each year. Melanoma is often curable if de-
tected and treated early.  Can it happen to me? - Prolonged exposure to 
sun, no daily sunscreen used, fair complexion, 
red hair, freckling and increased age. Do you fit 
one of these criteria?  Then yes it can happen 
to you! 
 
Melanoma is most often found in men on the 
area between the shoulders and hips or on the 
head and neck. It is found often on the legs of 
women. Folks with an increased risk for mela-
noma also include those with a personal or 
family history of pigmented skin blemishes or 
melanoma, a fair complexion, red hair, or a se-
vere childhood sunburn. 

 
Prevention and risk reduction includes protect-
ing yourself from prolonged exposure to 
sunlight or ultraviolet radiation [tanning booth], 
always wear sunscreen SPF 30+ outdoors, and 
have an annual full-body screen by a derma-
tologist. 
 
The sudden appearance of a new mole in or 
near an existing mole or a mole that has 
changed shape or color should be considered 
suspicious. Cancerous and malignant lesions 
are typically irregular in shape with uneven bor-
ders with many shades of brown + black and 
larger than 6mm [the size of a pencil eraser] 
and grow quickly. Benign or non-malignant 
moles are typically round or symmetrical with 
smooth, even borders, a single shade of brown, 
smaller than 6mm and grow slowly. 
 
Treatment includes excision, lymph node dis-
section and then possibly injection treatments 
of Interferon after surgery. Riding your bike dur-
ing all this treatment may not be an option! 
Awareness is your key to another wonderful 
year of bike riding, so pay as close attention to 
your body as you do to caring/polishing your 
Goldwing. Go to www.melanoma.com for more 
information and pictures. 
 
Ride Safely, Ride often, and HEY! Don’t forget 
the sunscreen! 
 
 Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell All The Gear All The Time 
 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  
MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

Sheri and I would like to thank everyone for 
their support and all the welcoming messages 
we have received from all over the district and 
region. We only hope that we can do as fine a 
job as Steve & Donna Van Gilder have done, 
they set the bar high! 
 
We look forward to meeting and talking to as 
many of you as possible in the coming months, 
as we are into the second half of 2016 there is 
still a lot of work to do. A reminder to Chapter 
Directors present and future, now is the time to 
start deciding on your 2017 Couple of the 
Year. We know it is a hard decision when there 
are so many deserving couples in our Chap-
ters. We encourage all chapters to participate 
in this wonderful program, this is a chance for 
you and your chapter to show how much you 
appreciate these folks for the things they do for 
your chapter. And a reminder, the Couple of 
the Year program is not supposed to be an-
other job or position in the chapter, it is meant 
to be an “Honor” the only thing the Couple has 
to do is represent the Chapter and its mem-
bers and have fun!! 
 
You will be hearing a lot from us on in the com-
ing months on many subjects, but we will start 
off with Recruiting and Retention. These two 
items are becoming more and more important 
to the chapters and GWRRA as a whole every 
day. We will be soliciting and sharing ideas on 
recruiting and retention with all of you, we have 
to start thinking out of the box and trying new 
things and share those things with each other. 
Always remember if it sounded like a good 
idea but did not work for your chapter, with a 
few tweaks it just might work for another, the 
only way we will know is to share and try. With 
retention we need to find new and fun things 

for our members to do. If we do the same 
things each and every month people get bored 
and it is no longer fun, come up with ideas of 
new places to go functions that can be done as 
a group, competitions etc.. Let share your 
ideas and help make our chapters and district 
stronger, happier and just a lot more fun for 
everyone!!!!! 
 
Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's 
MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
August 1, 1944 - Anne Frank penned her last 
entry into her diary. "[I] keep on trying to find a 
way of becoming what I would like to be, and 
what I could be, if...there weren't any other 
people living in the world." Three days later, 
Anne and her family were arrested and sent to 
Nazi concentration camps. Anne died at Ber-
gen-Belsen concentration camp on March 15, 
1945, at age 15.  
August 2, 1939 - Albert Einstein wrote a letter 
to President Franklin D. Roosevelt concerning 
the possibility of atomic weapons. "A single 
bomb of this type carried by boat and exploded 
in a port, might very well destroy the whole 
port together with some of the surrounding ter-
ritory." Six years later, on August 6, 1945, the 
first Atomic Bomb, developed by the U.S., was 
dropped on the Japanese port of Hiroshima.  
August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus set 
sail from Palos, Spain, with three ships, Nina, Pintaand Santa Maria. Seeking a 
westerly route to the Far East, he instead 
landed on October 12th in the Bahamas, think-
ing it was an outlying Japanese island.  
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Hi Texas, 
 
I came upon this article which defines Leader-
ship completely.  
 
10 Leadership Tips From Israeli Air Force Pilots 
Being a great leader is anything but easy. Of-
ten, leadership can be a wild ride. Luckily, 
we’ve compiled this list of awesome tips from 
IAF pilots that will have you running your team 
effectively in no time. Here are 10 ways to 
buckle down and become the best leader that 
you can be. 
 
Be Reliable 
As a leader, the buck stops with you. IAF pilots 
are given massive amounts of responsibility. 
They fly sophisticated planes that require in-
depth understanding and advanced technical 
skill. They are trusted to carry out dangerous 
and important missions. The safety of millions 
of Israelis often sits squarely on their shoul-
ders. Our pilots know that consistency and reli-
ability foster trust and credibility with their col-
leagues and peers. 

 Always Aim to Prove Yourself 
Becoming a leader does not mean that it is 

time to sit back and relax. Our pilots believe in 
the constant need to prove their ability.  The 
IAF Plots Course receives close to 7,000 appli-
cations per year. Out of those 7,000, around 
300 get accepted. On average, only 40 actually 
graduate.  Throughout their three-year course, 
the cadets consistently have to prove they de-
serve their spot. Our pilots carry that same atti-
tude into the heat of battle. They must con-
stantly prove that they belong in the seat of one 
of the most sophisticated machines ever built. 
 
Never Slack 
Never settle for doing anything halfway. IAF 
pilots know that they need to be willing to do 
whatever anyone else does, only better.  Give 
100% effort, 100% of the time. It is important to 
go above and beyond what is required to moti-
vate your team, colleagues, and peers to per-
form at the highest level. 
 
Cooperation is the Name of the Game 
For IAF pilots, nothing is ever as simple as 
“flying solo.” The IAF is built around coopera-
tion. Pilots rely on navigators, weapons sys-
tems operators, mechanics, and more, in order 
to successfully complete their mission.  Motivat-
ing others, inspiring innovative ideas, and ac-
tively listening to those around you is key to 
leadership success. 
 
Be Gritty 
Don’t let failures get you down. Bouncing back 
is what separates great leaders from the rest. 
Each cadet in the IAF Pilots Course is tested 
over and over again during their course. They 
don’t ALWAYS succeed the first time around. 
The pilots that graduated are the ones that 
bounce back again and again and never stop 
fighting for their dream. 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

CONTINUED 

Be An Example 
Show, don’t tell. Become the person that every-
one around you wants to be. IAF pilots know 
that their actions often set the tone for the en-
tire IDF. They know that Israel looks up to them 
as the standard bearers of excellence, profes-
sionalism, and duty. 
 
Envision Success 
The IAF Pilots Course is three long years. It’s 
anything but easy. 18-year-old cadets are 
thrown into the course headfirst. They face 
challenge after challenge.  To succeed, they 
have to maintain their motivation, and keep 
their head held up high, no matter how 
stressed or tired they are.  The key is their abil-
ity to envision their eventual success.  Accord-
ing to research using brain imagery, when we 
envision success, the neurons in our brain 
transmit information, interpret the imagery as it 
it was real life. This creates a new neural path-
way, a cluster of cells in our brain that work to-
gether to create memories or learned behav-
iors. These pathways prime our body to act in a 
way consistent to what we imagined. With the 
visualization of success filling our pilots’ minds, 
anything is possible. 
 
Be Organized 
Nowadays, information moves so fast that it 
can often be hard to keep up. Phone calls, text 
messages, emails, and meetings fill our sched-
ules. It’s easy to be stressed as we rush from 
place to place. We often get distracted and 
confused.  The average office employee 
spends 1.5 hours a day just looking for things. 
That’s equal to 6 weeks per year! That time 
doesn’t need to be wasted.  IAF pilots know 
that organization allows them to be more fo-
cused, more productive, and helps them zero in 
on the mission at hand. 

 
Never Stop Learning 
There are always new skills to learn and new 
techniques to adopt. Succeeding as a pilot, 
where the technology never stops advancing, requires constant learning and self improve-
ment.  Do you know what the best part of learn-
ing is? It’ll make you happier as an individual 
and irreplaceable to your team. And, in a lead-
ership role, you’ll be able to pass on that knowl-
edge to others around you. 
 
Build Strong Relationships 
People who have great relationships with co-
workers were found to be seven times more 
engaged in their jobs. Instead of spend-
ing energy overcoming problems, you’ll be able to focus on opportunities that will advance you 
and your team.  The IAF builds workplace ca-
maraderie amongst its pilots right from the 
start. For their three-year course, the cadets 
eat, sleep, and learn side by side. 
 
This philosophy is used throughout the private 
sector and corporate world. There is no reason 
why we cannot use it in GWRRA at all levels. 
 
Congratulations to Carl Batts from Texas Chap-
ter H who completed the online OCP course. 
 
Also congratulations to Clara Boldt who has 
become the GWRRA Director of Training. 
 
Until next time, ride safe. 
 Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
Texas District Trainers 
Tel: 214-886-5798 
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TEXAS DISTRICT CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR 
GILLIAN ALLEN 

As we get into those hot August days and 
nights, here is some light reading to help you 
get your CHOY resume in order. This month we 
are going to look at some of the ways your 
Chapter can score points 
 
First we have the BASIC points awarded 
 Does your Chapter have an Assistant Chap-

ter Director?  
 Do you have a Chapter Educator? 
 Do you have a Membership Enhancement 

Coordinator?  
 Do you provide a newsletter FREE every 

month to all Chapter participants?  
 Does your Chapter meet at an appropriate 

location to promote the GWRRA Motto 
“Friends for FUN, Safety and Knowledge”?  

 Did your Chapter Director submit the previ-
ous year’s Annual Financial Report to the 
District Director ON TIME?  

 Did your Chapter submit the Annual Char-
tering Fee to the District Director ON TIME?  

 
For each of the questions above, you can take 
ONE POINT when you answered YES, up to 
the maximum of seven points. We also have 
some extra points available if you can answer 
YES to these questions  
 Does your Chapter have a Motorist Aware-

ness Coordinator?  
 Do you have a Chapter of the Year Coordi-

nator?  
 Do you have a Chapter Mascot?  
 Do you have a Chapter Banner? 
 Do you have an up-to date and current 

scrapbook?  
Five questions and five points maximum...just 
there for the taking!  
 
We then have some points available for your 
Chapter website. If your Chapter HAS a web-
site, with the following items on the HOME 

PAGE, you can take another 5 
points! 
 GWRRA Logo and the 

words “Gold Wing Road Riders Association” 
OR the acronym “GWRRA”.  

 Region, District, Chapter designations plus 
City and State to serve to identify the web-
page for those visiting the site. 

 A link to the International, Region and Dis-
trict website.  

 Monthly gathering meeting place and time 
on website.  

 The Chapter Director’s name and phone 
number OR link to email address on the 
website.  

I think you will agree with me that none of these 
things is unusual or impossible so an easy 17 
points are in the bag, and your Chapter is on its 
way! Join me next month to look at more ways 
you can add points! 
 
 Until then, let’s enjoy the summer riding sea-
son, and get out there with our friends. Those 
we already know and those we have yet to 
meet as we travel down life’s highways and by-
ways!!  Gillian Allen 
Texas District  
Chapter of the Year Coordinator 
=================================== 

Special NOTE 
Chapter R Rally 

Chapter R was planning to have a Rally this 
October 1st but the rally has been canceled.  
We hope to see everyone at the Oklahoma 
Rally in Muskogee OK  
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GWRRA Director’s Article 
Ray & Sandi Garris 

From July 2016 Insight NL 
When you receive a flyer announcing a Chap-
ter, District or Region event, or any communi-
cation that asks you to RSVP, what do you 
do? Most of us just push it to the back burner 
for a while. We might think about it, maybe 
check our schedules and perhaps talk to our 
spouse, or just do nothing right then.  
Did you ever stop and think about what we 
just did by doing nothing? We just slapped the 
event planner in the face. This poor soul (who, 
by the way, is a Volunteer) has the huge job 
of planning how to entertain us at this event, 
be it a ride, dinner, rally or even Wing Ding. 
Their job is to make a myriad of arrangements 
on our behalf, making sure that our experi-
ence is positive and fun-filled. These events 
include many opportunities for us to really en-
joy ourselves and the people around us.  
These incredibly talented and dedicated peo-
ple in our organization have de-voted many 
hours of blood, sweat and tears to arrange the 
meeting place, route, rest stops, places of in-
terest, meals, entertainment and, of course, 
an affordable and comfortable place to stay. 
Their job is really difficult when you consider 
that most of their planning is done without the 
answer to the very important question: “How 
many Members are going to attend?” The an-
swer to this mystical and important question 
rests solely with you and me.  
These hardworking Volunteers have been 
forced to make many, many decisions involv-
ing you and me with only an educated guess, 
at best, about who will attend. They have 
even been forced to make reservations for 
meals, lodging and meeting space with man-
datory deposits, many of which are non-
refundable. Many a sleepless night has been 
had by these dedicated planners and volun-
teer leaders trying to outguess the rest of the 
group. What can we do to avoid this dilemma?  

It’s really very easy! We can 
become a “First Responder” 
when we see that flyer or in-
vitation asking for an RSVP by responding im-
mediately. The dictionary says RSVP is a 
French phrase that translates to “Please re-
spond.” It is a standard practice to reply to an 
RSVP request confirming attendance or de-
clining. Yes, even if you can’t or don’t want to 
attend, let us know, please.  
Here is a wonderful opportunity for you to 
have your voice heard by the event planner. 
Let them know in a positive manner about 
your concerns regarding the timing (hour, day, 
month, etc.) location, distances, type of event, 
cost , activities, type of food or anything that 
would cause you not to attend. This is very 
valuable information for our volunteer leaders 
and planners. Positive feedback is one of the 
most important parts of any successful organi-
zation.  
In order to become a First Responder we 
must do a couple of things our-selves. When 
we receive an invitation we need to consult 
our calendar, communicate with our spouse 
and then make a commitment to attend and, 
most importantly, communicate that informa-
tion using that flyer, registration or invitation. 
In first aid and CPR a First Responder can 
make a difference in someone’s life. With a 
registration form, flyer or invitation, your re-
sponse can also make a difference!!  
Sandi and I, along with all of our volunteer 
leaders and planners thank you in advance for 
your support on this note. We congratulate all 
of those Members who are ready to become 
First Responders.  
 
Thank you,  Ray & Sandi Garris  
Your Directors of GWRRA  
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From July 2016 Insight NL  

The Past Busy Month  
 
40th Anniversary is coming!  
Planning has started for the 40th Anniversary 
which is next year. We will celebrate the entire 
year of 2017 and we want you to help us!  
We need a logo! We are asking everyone to 
send their logo ideas to President@gwrra.org. 
We are going to make it worth your while!! 
The logo that is chosen will be the logo that 
we will use and the creator of the logo will re-
ceive a 40th Anniversary prize packet + Reg-
istration to Wing Ding 39 + a comped room (5 
nights) + travel to WD 39 to a max of $500!!! 
What an awesome prize for your creativity! 
Please know that all submissions of logos be-
come the property of GWRRA.  Please send 
your logo ideas by 8/1/2016 to be considered. 
Thanks!!  
 
What is this new Training???  
Are you hearing the buzz? Have you looked at 
the Wing Ding schedule? New training mod-
ules are being written, existing ones rewritten, 
and all to a new, exciting and interactive for-
mat. I had the pleasure of observing new in-
structors being certified in the new style of 
training in Pigeon Forge, TN. Members of 
GWRRA will be so pleased to experience the 
quality and the fun of this style! These trainers 
spent a day learning new techniques, replac-
ing the old with the new and demonstrating to 
adapt and adopt them in-to their instructional 
style.  
 
This new program is the ITCP (yeah more ini-
tials). ITCP is the Instructor Training and Cer-
tification Program and it replaces the UTDP 
(University Trainer Development Program) as 
of October 1, 2016. It is THE program for ALL 
instructors in GWRRA University!  

I want to thank Joe Price, Director of Training 
(he is now a Former) for working on the new 
training style, creating this new certification 
program and working with these new amazing 
instructors. This new direction will carry 
through GWRRA for years!  
 
A huge thank to Instructors Clara Boldt, Mike 
Briggs, Barb Pons, John Pons, Susan Hutt-
man, Jim Rambo, Kathleen Heibel and Amy 
Peterson. Your dedication is so appreciated 
and you all are AWESOME!!!!!  
 Anita & JR Alkire  
623-445-2380  
president@gwrra.org  
 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 
August 5, 1962 - Film star Marilyn Monroe 
died at age 36 from an overdose of sleeping 
pills. She made 29 films during her career and 
came to symbolize Hollywood glamour.  
August 5, 2011 - Standard & Poor’s credit 
rating agency downgraded the United States 
debt from its highest rating of AAA to a lesser 
AA+ rating, marking the first-ever decline of 
credit worthiness for the U.S. The agency 
cited America’s $14 trillion in outstanding debt 
and ineffective political leadership regarding 
debt reduction.  
August 7, 1964 - Following an attack on two 
U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin off North 
Vietnam, the U.S. Congress approved the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, granting President 
Lyndon B. Johnson authority "to take all nec-
essary measures to repel any armed attack 
against the forces of the United States and to 
prevent further aggression."  



PAGE 14 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2016 
 

 

Region H News Directors Corner JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H JULY NL 

Hello boys and girls. What time is it? It’s 
Howdy Doody time! Well, not really. Just hav-
ing a flashback. But it is almost Wing Ding 
time. Billings, MT, The Chief Joseph Highway, 
and the Bear Tooth Pass! It doesn’t get much 
better than that. We surely are looking forward 
to seeing you there.  
 
Here is how you can help us out: We need 
your help at the bike show. This year the 
show will be totally different. Fewer classifica-
tions with people’s choice winners. There are 
no bike show training requirements for volun-
teers. Just bring yourself and a fun attitude.  
 
We need your help in assisting Region F at 
the GWRRA store (formerly known as Goodie 
Booth). What a great way to pass some time 
meeting new friends. The store will be set up 
differently this year, promising less folding 
time (hurray!). The most complicated part of 
this job is the operation of an ipad. I know we 
can all do that.  
 
We need Gold Wing connoisseurs. We will 
have a corral set up near the entrance of the 
event center for some of our best and most 
unusual machines. We will need crews out 
every afternoon identifying thoroughbreds that 
meet the criteria of the day and inviting them 
to show off in the corral.  
 
This is a great way for our members just to 
show out! We have asked our Chapter Direc-
tors to advise their District Directors of pro-
jected Wing Ding attendees. If you plan on 
attending Wing Ding and would be excited 

about helping out in one or all of these three 
areas, please send an email to your Chapter 
Director so he can forward it on up the line. 
The more the merrier.  
 
Reba and I have been busy this summer serv-
ing as your International Couple of the Year. 
In addition to rallies within our district, we 
have attended the TN and MO rallies and are 
scheduled for the Bi-State (NY/NJ) and the 
WA District rallies. We have a greater appre-
ciation for this organization. It is filled with 
wonderful people and just offers a wealth of 
fun to be had. It really is true. If you want to 
have more fun:  
 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
August 9, 1974 - Effective at noon, Rich-
ard M. Nixon resigned the presidency as a 
result of the Watergate scandal. Nixon had 
appeared on television the night before and 
announced his decision to the American 
people. Facing possible impeachment by 
Congress, he became the only U.S. Presi-
dent ever to resign.  
August 11-16, 1965 - Six days of riots began 
in the Watts area of Los Angeles, triggered by 
an incident between a white member of the 
California Highway Patrol and an African 
American motorist. Thirty-four deaths were 
reported and more than 3,000 people were 
arrested. Damage to property was listed at 
$40 million.  
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Region H Team The Hospitality Region 
REGION DIRECTOR 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
JIM & REBA BERRY 
DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
  ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 
PINS AND PATCHES 
STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 
ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
PATCHES@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
TREASURER 
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 
ED AND ANN NAHL 
TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
REGION TRAINER 
JACK WAGNER 
TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
WEBMASTER, 
SAM BELINOSKI 
WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  
COORDINATORS. 
COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
COORDINATORS 
TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 
MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
EDUCATOR 
MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 
RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 
EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
VENDOR COORDINATORS 
RUBY SEALE 
VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
MOTORIST AWARENESS  
COORDINATORS 
MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 
MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
RANDY & KATHY REESE 
COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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By the Book 
By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  
“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

 The most important ingredient for a successful 
Association is the Member. Where do we find 
them and how do we make these people inter-
ested enough to want to become one of us? Before anyone can be successful in “selling” 
GWRRA, they must first sit for a moment and 
determine the reason they joined. Each of us 
had our own reasons – it may have been the 
emphasis on keeping each other safe when rid-
ing, the 'G-rated' family atmosphere of our 
events or that we know the best places for food 
and desserts.  In most cases the motorcycles 
brought us together and its the relationships 
and ideals of GWRRA that keep us together.  
Let's take a closer look at these ideals: 
 

PROMOTE SAFETY - This will help us 
continue to enjoy our hobby. We can 
also enjoy the fact that we are doing 
something to protect others by teaching 
them safe riding practices. We are sav-
ing lives!  
PROMOTE FRIENDSHIP - Among ALL 
of the motorcycling public. What better 
way to enjoy our way of life than to make 
friends and share with them? 
 
PROMOTE THE POSITIVE IMAGE OF 
THE MOTORCYCLE RIDER - We must 
always keep “our best foot forward”. 
 
PROMOTE FUN - This is the glue that 
holds it all together! 
 
PROVIDE A MONEY-BACK GUARAN-
TEE - GWRRA will provide a money-
back guarantee to any Member that is of 
the opinion the Association has failed to 
live up to their expectations. 
 

It really does boil down to 
Friends for fun, safety and 
knowledge, and we back that up with a money 
back guarantee! 
 
The more you Know,. The better it gets! Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 
August 14, 1935 - President Roosevelt signed 
the Social Security Act establishing the system 
which guarantees pensions to those who retire 
at age 65. The Social Security system also aids 
states in providing financial aid to dependent 
children, the blind and others, as well as ad-
ministering a system of unemployment insur-
ance.  
August 15, 1969 - Woodstock began in a field 
near Yasgur's Farm at Bethel, New York. The 
three-day concert featured 24 rock bands and 
drew a crowd of more than 300,000 young peo-
ple. The event came to symbolize the counter-
culture movement of the 1960's.  
August 16, 1896 - Gold was discovered in 
Rabbit Creek, a tributary of the Klondike River 
in Alaska, resulting in the Great Klondike Gold 
Rush.  
August 16, 1977 - Elvis Presley was pro-
nounced dead at the Memphis Baptist Hospital 
at 3:30 p.m., at age 42.  
August 17, 1978 - The first transatlantic bal-
loon trip was completed by three Americans; 
Max Anderson, Ben Abruzzo, and Larry New-
man, all from Albuquerque, New Mexico. Start-
ing from Maine on August 11th, they traveled in Double Eagle II over 3,000 miles in 137 
hours, landing about 60 miles west of Paris.  

THE IDEALS OF GWRRA 
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OVERVIEW: 
Wing Ding 38 in Billings will be hosting a new 
Evening Entertainment Event – GWRRA’s Got 
Talent! This night will be the grand finale of Tal-
ent Shows throughout the year among the Re-
gions. Each Region will submit their 1st place 
winner and an optional runner-up from their 
perspective Region Rallies. The Event Man-
agement Team (EMT) will then organize the 
acts and produce the Finale of GWRRA’s Got 
Talent. This will allow your Region to capture 
the Title of GWRRA’s Got Talent! The structure 
of GWRRA’s Got Talent will mimic the TV Show - America’s Got Talent.  
 
Prizes: 

1st Place - $500.00 and GWRRA’s Got  
Talent Trophy 

2nd Place - $250.00 
3rd Place - $100.00 

In order to keep consistency among the Re-
gions and to prepare the participants for the 
fun, yet competitive environment, we recom-
mend you follow similar procedures that will be 
taking place on that final evening. 
 
JUDGES: 
Secure 3 judges. Keep in mind that the judges 
should be chosen not only to tally scores, but 
for personality and production purposes. The 
judges that will be selected for the finale show 
will consist of the following type of personali-
ties: 
Howard Stern: Opinionated, pushes the limits, 

straight forward and tells it like it is. 
Howie Mandel: Encouraging, positive and 

overall generous. 
Sharon Osbourne: Positive reinforcement, 

sweet to all, wants everyone to succeed. 
 

ACTS:  
Participants may enter with either a serious or 
humorous act. All music must be submitted on 
either a CD or thumb drive. Each act needs to 
be limited to 3 – 5 minutes maximum. 
 
SCORING: 
Scoring will consist of five categories, worth up 
to 10 points each, with the total possible score 
of 50 points. The finale event will use the scor-
ing sheet on the next page: 
 
SUBMISSION: 
Following your Region Rally, OR if you have 
already held your Region Rally either 1-have 2-
3 submissions come to the chosen Region 
panel of Judges by video/MP3 from each Dis-
trict; OR 2-if the District has not yet had their 
rally and they have time to have a GWRRA's 
Got Talent at their District rally, they can submit 
their winner via video/MP3 to the chosen Re-
gion panel of Judges so long as they arrive by 
the deadline set by the Region.  Your 1st place 
winner and optional runner-up submission 
needs to be turned into KKT Event Manage-
ment via email or mail. KKT will contact each 
participant to coordinate the GWRRA’s Got Tal-
ent event. See submission form on the follow-
ing pages. 
 
Kristi Thomas – Kristi@kktevents.com   
15591 W. Yucatan Dr.  
Surprise, AZ 85379  
800.424.9519, Ext. 215 
Please use the following form to enter your re-
gional winner for the Grand Finale of GWRRA’s 
Got Talent. 
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Oklahoma District Rally 
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The below form can be filled out on line at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/files/111296096.pdf 

You can also register online at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/2015-registration.html 
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Oklahoma Registration Form Page 2 
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Editors Puzzle Page August 2016 
See the answer to July puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. Floating masses of ice 
6. Stigma 
10. To tax or access 
14. Convex molding 
15. Sea eagle 
16. By mouth 
17. Flower part 
18. Twosome 
19. Central area of a church 
20. Worthy 
22. Stair 
23. Information 
24. Accompany to a party 
26. Brother of Jacob 
30. Bro or sis 
31. Japanese apricot 
32. "Darn!" 
33. Kind of bean 
35. Rehabilitation 
39. Make happy 
41. Anagram of "Reenact" 
43. Aromatic solvent 
44. Bristle 
46. Lummox 
47. Confederate soldier 
49. 54 in Roman numerals 
50. Shade trees 
51. Embroidery yarn 
54. Nights before 
56. Mentally irregular (slang) 
57. Not oriental 
63. Smell 
64. Infants 
65. Nigerian monetary unit 
66. Express in words 
67. Coagulate 
68. Velocity 
69. Tilled 
70. Not his 
71. An analytic literary composition  

1. Pear variety 
2. Always 
3. Lasso 
4. Happy 
5. Not fluid 
6. Anagram of "Dissonate" 
7. Sniveler 
8. A Freudian stage 
9. Ransom 
10. Ethical motive 
11. Muse of love poetry 
12. Hoarder  
13. Napped 
21. Thigh armor 
25. Arid 
26. Border 
27. Sodium chloride 
28. Nursemaid 
29. Hades  

34. Reformers 
36. Corridor 
37. "Smallest" particle 
38. What we sleep on 
40. To endure (archaic)  
42. Ranted 
45. Voter 
48. Stain 
51. Fabric 
52. Cowboy sport 
53. French school 
55. Feel 
58. ___ slaw 
59. Short sleeps 
60. Fastens 
61. Region 
62. Gentlewoman  
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If you have an article, news, or other 
item of interest that you would like to 
be included in this newsletter, please 
e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 
25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 
======================================== 

Wing Ding  
Aug 31 - Sep 3, 2016. 

Billings MT ======================================== 
TX Chapter K2 Rally  

Sep 17, 2016. 
La Costa Texas ======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally  
Sep29 - Oct1, 2016. 
“Country Winging” 

Muskogee OK ======================================== 
TX Chapter R RRRally  

Oct 1, 2016. 
 
 ======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 
Oct 8, 2016. 

699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 
Harker Heights TX ======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 
Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 

20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 
San Antonio TX

======================================== 
TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    
DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

A Little Humor  
from Readers Digest 

 
An instructor in chemical 
warfare asked soldiers in 
his class: “Anyone knows the formula for wa-
ter?” “Sure. That’s easy,” said one man. 
“What is it?” “H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O.” “What, 
what?” re-asked the instructor. “H to O,” ex-
plained the chemistry expert.  
 
Private Loyd was brought up before the unit 
CO for some offence. “You can take your 
choice, private – one month’s restriction or 
twenty day’s pay,” said the officer. “All right, 
sir,” said the bright soldier, “I’ll take the 
money.”  


